Bridgeport
Downtown Special
Services District
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Our Services

We bolster the sense of culture and community

in the heart of Downtown through open space
beautification, our friendly team of Ambassadors
who keep the district clean and safe, and a diverse
array of activities, including the Color It In public

art program, the Downtown Farmers Market, Small
Business Saturday, and other events. Some of the
Bridgeport DSSD’s programming highlights from the
past year include:

Community Impact

$487,001

external (hon-assessment) revenue generated

66

volunteers contributed

425

hours of their time equating to

$14.174

invested in the Downtown

$834,000

invested in &5 locally-based companies,
nonprofit organizations, and creatives to
produce our programming

Downtown Ambassadors

o

Downtown Ambassadors kept

30

blocks of the district clean and beautiful

14,041

trash bags collected

380

instances of graffiti and stickers removed

13,767

interactions with visitors and business owners

13

hours spent beautifying 3 public spaces
and 51 ground planters

315

panhandling diversions or interventions

$374.H0

devoted to clean and safe programming

newsletter subscribers

6,661

visitors attended

24

public events in the neighborhood

75

decorative light pole banners installed,
with sponsorship by local companies

32

large scale public art projects completed

$572,734

devoted to marketing and placemaking




Coloritin
Public Art Program

The Bridgeport DSSD established the “Color It In”
public art program in 2019 to define Downtown
Bridgeport as a desirable destination based upon
its recognizable, distinct identity and enhance

the experience of residents, business owners,
workers, and visitors exploring different areas of the
neighborhood. Many individuals laid the groundwork
for the impact public art has had on this community.
Suzanne Kachmar’s years of diligent work to make
the creative community in Bridgeport visible let us
know that capable, talented artists are HERE.

Early installations, such as Brec Morgan’s Pictures
in Exhibition at 1087 Broad Street, the Lewis Latimer
statue at the Margaret Morton Government Center,
and Liz Squillace’s Painted Stairway at the Broad
Street Steps, made the case for locally-inspired
public art.

“Color It In” projects like Peacock Alley with Christina
Smith, Groundwork Bridgeport youth, and Razul
Branch picked up the baton from Liz to establish
Peacock Alley as a destination for creativity and

play through the painted walkway. Other early works,
such as Aisha Nailah’s Liberation: The Mary & Eliza
Freeman mural and Alicia Cobb’s Middle Street
Music mural, built the credibility of the program
because they were grounded in history, and
championed by leading edge property owners.

The Bridgeport DSSD’s Board of Commissioners
and the Special Events and Marketing Committee
members all supported the mandate and the
direction of “Color It In” as we considered how to
expand the program.

Over the past two years, the Bridgeport DSSD
partnered with the City of Bridgeport’s Office of
Planning and Economic Development on that
expansion and implemented an astounding 32
public art and public space activation installations.
These projects invested over $600,000 in the arts
community, with 84% of projects being completed
by local, minority, and/or women artists. This
unprecedented public investment made a statement
to the regional creative community: Bridgeport
celebrates and invests in the arts.

We thank the many artists and partners who

made this endeavor a success. Everyone’s part

in executing this audacious goal honored the full
spectrum of Downtown’s people, streets, places,
and spaces. We did this thing together, and it has
so much more beauty because of it. Learn more at
colorfulbridgeport.com/color-it-in-mural.



Sponsors

Thank you to our 2023-2024 sponsors! The
Bridgeport DSSD is grateful for the following partners
and sponsors who through their funding recognize
the importance of investing in Downtown Bridgeport.
Each company’s contribution ensures that the sense
of culture and community is bolstered with bright
and vibrant placemaking activations all around
Downtown Bridgeport’s commercial district.

1188 Main Street Lofts
29 Markle Ct
AKDO
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